
 
 

 June 24, 2014 

Dear West Toronto Railpath Extension Study, 

We represent cyclists in Wards 14, 18, 19 and 13, and would like to express our appreciation that 

planning for Phase Two of the West Toronto Railpath is moving forward. Given the lack of 

cycling infrastructure in the west end of Toronto, the Railpath is not only a public recreation 

space but also a critical component of the transportation infrastructure for residents who walk or 

cycle to work. In recognition of both the recreational and transportation functions of the 

Railpath, we would like to raise a number of principles we believe are crucial in a useful and 

successful extension route: 

 Continuity: The existing portion of the Railpath is continuous and direct, without any 

on-street detours. This enhances the utility of the path for residents; 

 Separation from Motor Vehicles: The existing Railpath is an off-road trail that is 

physically separated from car and truck traffic, creating a safe space where families, 

youth, and less confident cyclists can cycle in low-stress environment; 

 Ease of Access: Frequent access points increase the ability of residents from more 

neighbourhoods to access the Railpath, accessible for wheelchairs/strollers at as many 

access points as possible, increasing the overall use and benefit of the path; 

 Clarity of Signage: Improved signage indicating the location of access points, accessible 

entrances and nearby connections to existing cycling routes to improve ease of use;  

We are pleased with several features of the new design over previous proposals, particularly the 

decision to continue along the rail corridor under Dundas St. and the continuity of the path along 

the rail corridor past Queen St. In keeping with the above principles, however, we have a number 

of additional concerns. These are the following: 

 In the Off-Road Section (Dundas St. to Abell St.) we favour: 

o The expansion of the proposed bridge across the Barrie GO rail corridor to 

connect Sorauren Park to the Railpath to facilitate access for Ward 14 residents; 

o Improvements to the access point at Sterling Rd. and Dundas St. to reduce 

conflict between right-turning vehicles and cyclists entering and exiting the 

Railpath and to create a safe connection to the College St. bikeway; and 

o A multi-use path along an existing desire line (see attached satellite image) 

linking the 2000-strong predominantly low-income households at 103 West 

Lodge Ave. to Cunningham Ave. near the Brock Ave. Railpath access point. 

 



 

 

 In the On-Road Section (Abell St. to Wellington St.) we favour: 

o A route that maintains the Railpath as a separated cycle path to the greatest degree 

possible south of Abell St.;  

o Connections to existing cycling routes on Shaw St., Strachan Ave.;  

o If the path must cross King St., safe crossing alignments and dedicated cycle 

signals for cyclists headed in either direction. 

o A reconsideration of the bidirectional bike lanes along Douro and Wellington Sts 

in favour of unidirectional bike lanes, as was recently approved for Harbord St. 

o A clearly indicated temporary connection to the planned Richmond-Adelaide 

cycle tracks through the CAMH campus; and 

o A long-term commitment from the City and CAMH that the future White Squirrel 

Way will include separated cycle infrastructure that safely and continuously 

connects the Railpath to cycle tracks on Richmond St. and Adelaide St. 

Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact us for clarification or elaboration on any 

aspects of our feedback.  

Sincerely,  

 

Laura Pin Liz Sutherland 

Cycle Toronto Ward 14  Cycle Toronto Ward 18 

 

 

Antony Hilliard  Jun Nogami and Janet Joy Wilson 

Cycle Toronto Ward 19 Cycle Toronto Ward 13 


